
December  3,  2018 

Annapolis Elementary School Gator Gazette 

Dear Annapolis Gator Families, 

The chill of December is upon us, and the hustle and bustle of the holiday season is 
already here.  We have a busy month with many activities. Check the side bar to see 
specific dates and times.  Below, you will find details for the week of 12/17 to 12/21. 

• Monday, 12/17 – Mitten Monday – Consider donating Mittens, Gloves, or Hats 
for the Mitten Tree.  (This is a uniform day.) 

• Tuesday, 12/18 – Toasty Toes Tuesday – Wear your warmest, fun socks and 
slippers.  Consider donating socks for our Mitten Tree.  (This is a uniform 
day.) 

• Wednesday, 12/19 – Dress Your Holiday – Students are encouraged to dress 
in their favorite holiday tradition – come dressed as a Christmas tree, an 
ornament, a Menorah.  Be creative.   

• Thursday, 12/20 – Festive Sweater Day – Wear your best holiday 
sweater/sweatshirt (with uniform bottoms). 

• Friday, 12/21 – Pajama Day (no explanation needed!) 

While we strive to bring fun to our students, please be reminded that we continue to 
teach and learn every day!  Your support in reminding students of school house 
expectations is greatly appreciated. 

Finally, please ensure that you are aware of your student‛s lunch account balance.  
Calls are sent out automatically from the Board of Education on a daily basis if there 
is a negative balance.  We ask that you kindly take care of negative balances ASAP.   

I hope you have the opportunity to spend time with your family and friends and 
simply enjoy the season.  I wish you all a wonderful holiday and a Happy New Year.     

In Partnership,  
 

Mrs. Kesecker    

Principal 
bkesecker@aapcs.org 
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Bobbie  Kesecker,  Pr incipa l  

Upcoming 
Events 

• Dec. 4 – Annapolis 
City Storm 
Mitigation 
information Session 
6:30 to 8:30 in 
Cafeteria 

• Dec. 4 Picture 
Retakes 

• Dec. 6 - 2 Hour 
Early Dismissal  

• Dec. 13 – Winter 
Concert at 6:30 

• Dec. 17 – Interims 
go home 

• Dec. 21 – 4th/5th on 
Service Trip in the 
am; Schoolwide 
Winter Celebration  

• Winter Break – 
December 24 – 
January 2 
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Kindergarten is finishing up a 
chasing fleeing dodging unit. 
Several tagging games were 
played in class. We are starting 
a Winter Wonderland unit that 
involves activities that relate to 
winter time. 
 
First grade is completing a unit 
on locomotor movements. They 
will be starting a unit that 
involves activities that related 
to winter time. 
 

Second grade is completing a unit that dealt with locomotor patterns and 
sequences. They are starting a unit called Winter Wonderland. Activities will 
relate to winter time.  
 
Third grade is completing a unit on “Fitness Gram” assessments. They will 
start a unit using scooters to work on balance, leg muscles and moving to 
open spaces. 
 
Fourth grade has completed their unit on “Fitness Gram” assessments and 
will begin on using scooters going through obstacles and moving in open 
spaces.  
 
Fifth grade has completed a unit on “Fitness Gram” assessments and will 
begin a scooter hockey unit. They will learn how to move and pass to open 
spaces and understand offensive and defensive positions in game like 
situations.  Of course this is in preparation for the Annual End of Year Scooter 
Hockey Game against the teachers! 
 
 
Happy Holidays!!!! 
Mr. D 
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Dear Parents and Guardians, 
 
Mitten Tree Is Up!  
Please visit our mitten tree display in the main entry-way.  Feel free to donate any gloves, 
hats, scarves, or other warm uniform clothing items which will go to children in need in the 
community.  Help teach your child generosity and citizenship by giving to others!  We will 
end our collection on Monday, December 17th. 
 
Upcoming Community Service Field Trip 
Students in the 4th and 5th grades will be practicing citizenship and community service by 
spreading holiday cheer at the Sunrise Assisted Living Center and the Annapolis Senior 
Center on Friday, December 21st.  Please remember to sign and return the permission slip as 
soon as possible! 
 
National Elementary Honor Society  
Congratulations to all of the students who have been accepted to the NEHS for the 2018-19 
school year!  They have demonstrated excellent scholarship and responsibility and I look 
forward to working with them in this leadership role.  Please look out for information on the 
induction ceremony, which will take place on Friday, January 11th, at 2:30pm.   
 
Substance Abuse Lessons 
AACPS is implementing the “Start Talking Maryland Act”.  The act, passed by state 
lawmakers last year and signed by Governor Larry Hogan, requires public schools to offer 
drug education that includes the dangers of heroin and other opioids starting as early as 
third grade.  At the elementary level, we are focusing on identifying different types of drugs, 
how to be safe with medicine, understanding addiction, as well as practicing ways to say 
“no” in an unsafe or uncomfortable situation.  Please look out for family follow-up handouts 
that will be coming home with your child after they participate in this important lesson. 
 
Holiday Break 
With the holidays approaching, keep in mind that children can lose skills during school 
breaks.  Take advantage of learning opportunities whenever possible.  For example, your 
child might help you keep track of money you spend at the grocery store or search for words 
on street signs during a road trip.  You may also suggest that they write about each day in a 
journal. 
 
I wish all of you a wonderful holiday season. Enjoy your time with family and friends over the 
winter break! 
 
Sincerely, 
Andrea Beckman 
School Counselor 
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Annapolis Elementary School’s 
Mitten Tree 

Warm Clothing Drive 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Please consider donating any new or gently used 
hats, gloves, scarves, and other warm uniform clothing items  

as we approach the winter season for children in need!   
 

November 30th – December 17th   
 

Help us watch our tree display grow with your generous donations!   
 

Thank You!! 
 
 
 
 

Escuela Primaria Annapolis 
Árbol de Mitones 

Recaudación de Ropa Cálida 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Por favor, considere donar cualquier nuevo o levemente usado: 
gorros, guantes, bufandas y otras prendas de uniforme cálido para niños necesitados 

al acercamos a la temporada de invierno  
 

30 de Noviembre – 17 de Diciembre 
 

¡Ayúdenos a ver crecer nuestra exhibición de árboles con sus generosas donaciones! 
¡Gracias 
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The National Elementary Honor Society was established in 2008 by the 
National Association of Secondary and Elementary school principals with 
two primary purposes; to recognize students who have achieved 
academic excellence and demonstrated responsibility in their lives, and 

to engage those students, through the work of the chapter, in service and leadership 
activities. 
 
The National Elementary Honor Society chapter of Annapolis Elementary School is a duly 
chartered and affiliated chapter of this prestigious national organization.  Membership is 
open to those students who meet the required standards in two areas of initial evaluation: 
scholarship (academic achievement) and responsibility.  Standards for selection are 
established by the national office of NEHS.  Students are selected to be members of NEHS 
by a committee, appointed by the principal.  This group awards the honor of membership 
to qualified students. 
 
Students in the fourth and fifth grades are eligible for membership.  Those students who 
meet rigorous criteria for academics and expected student behaviors are invited to 
complete a Candidate’s Form that provides the NEHS committee with evidence for the 
candidates’ Responsibility at home, at school, and in the community.  A responsible 
student is defined in the NEHS handbook as one who demonstrates many positive qualities, 
including (but not limited to) high standards of honesty and reliability; a cooperative and 
supportive disposition; courtesy, concern, and respect of others; and good citizenship. 
In addition, to evaluate a candidate’s level of Responsibility, the committee uses two 
types of information: permanent records and faculty input regarding professional 
reflections on a candidate’s qualities.  This information and the Candidate’s Forms are 
carefully reviewed by the committee to determine membership.  A majority vote of the 
committee is necessary for selection.  Candidates are notified regarding selection or non-
selection. 
 
Following notification, an induction ceremony is held to recognize all newly selected 
members.  Once inducted, new members are required to maintain the same level of 
performance (or better) in all of the criteria that led to their selection.  This obligation 
includes regular attendance at chapter meetings held during the school year, and 
participation in other chapter service projects and activities.   
Students or parents who have questions regarding the selection process or membership 
obligations can contact the chapter adviser; Mrs. Beckman at 410-222-1600 or 
ambeckman@aacps.org .  
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              PBIS News 

Students at Annapolis Elementary are working hard 
following the 4 R’s. We see many students making great 
choices in their classrooms and around the school. 

Each classroom participates in community building 
circles daily. This is a great way for the students to get to 
know each other better and the teachers. Ask your child 
about the circles in their classroom. What are some of 
their favorite questions that have been asked. Ask them 
what they have learned about their classmates and 
teachers. 

 
 

                              Kids at Hope 
December is a very busy month that can impact 
your regular family routines. Please be sure to continue 
to talk to your students about following the 4 R’s at 
school and working to earn Respect Tickets and Positive 
Praise referrals. 

Before Winter Break we will have our school wide 

Gator Celebration. We are very excited and we hope 
your children are too. The celebration will include a 
movie, a craft and a snack! 

U n i f o r m s 
Thank you for the uniform donations we have received from 
families. As the weather gets colder please remember to dress your 
child in appropriate winter gear. Turtlenecks, and crewneck 
sweatshirts are on the approved list. If your child borrows a piece 
of uniform clothing, please make sure they return it to school. 
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Creating Holiday Learning Traditions 
This holiday season consider adding some new traditions for your family that 
will make meaningful memories and strengthen foundations for reading and 
learning success. 

Listen, laugh, learn 

• Listen to audio books while you're traveling to visit family, wrapping gifts or 
cooking for the holidays.  The International Children's Digital Library, found at 
http://en.childrenslibrary.org/, has thousands of free audio books in more than 
60 languages.  So cool! 

• Lyrics to holiday songs are fun to read and sing together. It is also good fun and 
good collaborative writing practice to make up your own lyrics to familiar tunes. 

• Start a story-telling tradition by revisiting holidays of the past. Old family 
photographs at holiday gatherings will help prompt stories about your own life 
and family traditions. 

Read, relax, respond 

• Put reading and writing skills to practical use. Plan holiday meals by reading 
cookbooks together, writing the shopping lists and finding the needed items at the 
store by reading signs and labels. Read the recipe and cook together. During the 
simmering and baking, kids can write and decorate menus or place cards for 
special holiday meals. 

• Set aside time just for reading. Curl up on the couch together and read aloud an 
old favorite or check out books about another culture's winter celebrations. 

• Work on those letters. Improve writing skills with notes or letters to relatives and 
friends, thanking them for their holiday gifts. 
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AES PTA HAPPENINGS 
 
 
 
 

Happy Holidays, Gator Families! 
 
Believe it or not, it’s holiday time!  AES is busy with events full of cheer and we 
hope you can join in the festivities!  We also wish each and every one of you a 
safe, wonderful holiday season! 
 
A huge thank you to those who have signed up to volunteer at the Dec Scholastic 
Book Fair!  We still have some slots to fill, so please sign up at:  signupgenius.com, 
click on the search/magnifying glass on the top right corner, then on the left side, 
click on “Search for a Sign Up Email.”  Type in our email:             
annapoliselementarypta@gmail.com. Email us with any problems at the same email.   
 
SAVE THE DATE!  
-- No Dec PTA meeting 
-- Scholastic Book Fair -  Fri, Dec 7th - Fri, Dec 14th. 
-- Art Reflections due date - Monday, Dec 10th at 12pm in the office.   
-- AES Winter Concert (Band, Chorus and Strings)  - Thursday, Dec 13th 2pm; 
6:30pm. 
-- AES Winter Crafts Celebration -- Friday, Dec 21st - volunteers needed.  More 
info to come. 
 

Next PTA meeting  - Tuesday, Jan 29th 8:20am in Media Room 
 

Happy Holidays - Your AES PTA Board 
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City Dock Stormwater Flood 
Mitigation Project Open House 
Public Meeting 
 

When: Tuesday, December 4th, 6:30 – 8:30 PM  

Where: Annapolis Elementary School Cafeteria 

Purpose: 

• Provide update on final Pump Station location 
• Solicit input on re-imagining of Plaza area 

Come any time during the Open House where you will have the opportunity 
to help us identify priorities and green solutions for the Plaza area. A brief 
update on the Pump Station building will be given at 6:30 and 7:30 PM. 

Activities: 

• Review – A station will be set up to review the final Pump 
Station building layout. Staff will be available to answer 
questions. 

• Write/Draw – Three Plaza Options, including Replacement-in-
kind, will be exhibited. Writing materials and post-it notes will be 
on the tables for you to place comments directly onto the displays. 

• Engage - Staff will circulate in the room. Anyone with a nametag 
will be able to help answer your questions, or direct you to someone 
who can. 

We will be collecting input on possible Plaza alternatives until Thursday, 
December 6th, 2018 regardless of whether you are able to attend the Open 
House. Send your ideas or comments to Lmgrieco@annapolis.gov. 
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Press Release 
 

                            
  

Mayor Gavin Buckley 
Public Information Office 

160 Duke of Gloucester Street 
Annapolis, Maryland 21401 

                                                                     
For Immediate Release                                         Media contact: Susan O’Brien 
                                                                                     Cell: (443) 254-6000 
       E-mail: sobrien@annapolis.gov   
 

City to host public meeting on City Dock Stormwater 
Mitigation Project 

Meeting will focus on pump house location & plans for 
plaza area 

  
On Tuesday, December 4, from 6:30-8:30 p.m. in the Annapolis Elementary School cafeteria, the City 
of Annapolis will host a public meeting to provide an update on the final pump station location for the 
stormwater mitigation project and to gather input from the public on the future design of the plaza 
area located at the intersection of Newman and Compromise streets.  
 
A station will be set up for residents to review the final pump station building layout and staff will be 
available to answer questions. Participants can also write, draw or express their ideas regarding three 
plaza options to replace the current plaza that will be displaced during construction.  
 
The December 4 meeting follows a series of meetings that DPW staff have held concerning the flood 
mitigation project and the pump stations including: four meetings with the Ward One Residents 
Association from February 2017 through March 2018; a meeting with business owners in September 
2017; a community outreach meeting on site in May 2018; four meetings with the Historic Preservation 
Commission during the pre-application process between March 2017 and November 2018; a meeting 
with the Annapolis Environmental Commission in April 2018; two meetings with Anne Arundel County 
Public Schools in May and August 2018; and three City Council Work Session briefings between April and 
November 2018. 
The City of Annapolis Public Works will collect input on the future of the plaza until Thursday, 
December 6. For more information and to submit ideas, contact Lisa Grieco at 410-263-7949 or by 

email at lmgrieco@annapolis.gov. 
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Annapolis Elementary 

180 Green Street 
Annapolis, MD  21401 

Phone: 
(410) 222-1600 

 
Our School Web Page: 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007 
 

Follow us on Twitter: 
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS 

 

All children are 
capable of success, 

NO EXCEPTIONS! 
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Video Cameras: 
Annapolis Elementary is equipped with a video camera system.  
It covers selected interior and exterior public portions of the 
building and grounds. It is NOT monitored constantly, but it is 
monitored during emergency situations. During certain events, 
when the safety or security of students may be in question, 
authorized personnel from local, state, or federal police or fire 
emergency units may be given access to view images projected 
on the camera system. If you have any questions about the 
system, you should call the Supervisor of School Security at 410-
222-5083. 

Anne Arundel County Public Schools prohibits discrimination in 
matters affecting employment or in providing access to 
programs on the basis of actual or perceived race, color, 
religion, national origin, sex, age, marital status, sexual 
orientation, genetic information, gender identity, or disability. 

https://www.aacps.org/site/Default.aspx?PageID=4007
https://twitter.com/AnnapesAACPS
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